
Maria H. Tzintzarova Syllabus - Page 1 of 10  
 

  
  

FRPG 189E – Understanding Identity & Ethnicity 
 

Spring 2008 
 

 

TTH 8:30AM–10:00AM, Carnegie Hall 105 

T 12:40–2:10PM, Hepburn Hall 112 

 

INSTRUCTOR: Maria Tzintzarova 

PHONE: 229-5524 

EMAIL: mtzintzarova@stlawu.edu 

OFFICE: 82 Park Street, Room 205 

OFFICE HOURS: MW 11:30am-1:00pm and by appointment. Please feel free to come by and 

discuss matters of interest and concern to you.  

 

MENTHOR: Bertha Delgado-Torres 

PHONE: x7092 

EMAIL: bedelg04@stlawu.edu 

OFFICE HOURS: Monday 7:00-10:00pm, Wednesday 7:00-9:00pm and Saturday 2:00-5:00pm. 

All will be held on the third floor of the Student Center. 
 

 

Course Description 
 

Who am I? Who are We? One important way we form a sense of self is by identifying with larger 

groups of people, such as nations or ethnic groups. How do identity and nationalism contribute to 

human behaviors such as discrimination, oppression, violence and even genocide? This class 

focuses on the involvement of identity groups in the politics of many countries, using the 

examples of the Kurds in Turkey, the Tamils in Sri Lanka, the Albanians in Kosovo and other 

groups. It also explores the role of governments in stimulating a common identity for the purpose 

of achieving political goals. In summary, we will examine ethnic group activities, their causes, as 

well as the way states have responded to them. 
 

 

Readings 
 

James P. Davis. (2007). The Rowman and Littlefield Guide to Writing with Sources, 3
rd

 Edition. 

Isabel Fonseca. (1995). Bury Me Standing. New York: Vintage.  

Barbara Harf and Ted Robert Gurr. (2004). Ethnic Conflict in World Politics. Boulder, CO: 

Westview Press.  

Christian Karner. (2007). Ethnicity and Everyday Life. New York: Routledge.  

Raymond C. Taras and Rajat Ganguly. (2007). Understanding Ethnic Conflict: The  

International Dimension, Update Edition. Pearson Longman.   

Additional readings will be provided in class. 
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Internet Sources for Current Events 

The following are suggested sites for current events: 

1. BBC, http://news.bbc.co.uk 

2. CNN, http://edition.cnn.com/WORLD 

3. NYT, http://nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html 

4. Economist, http://economist.com/world/ 

 

Notes  
 

 The class will utilize ANGEL as a supplement to this course, and more importantly, as a 

way to communicate with students. It is your responsibility to ensure that your username 

and password function to enable you log on to St. Lawrence University ANGEL. 
 

 There will be no late assignments accepted, except on medical grounds and family 

emergencies. On such occasions, please advice me (by e-mail or phone call) ahead of 

time. 
 

 If a student expects to miss class, it is his/her responsibility to obtain any notes from a 

classmate. For medical and family emergencies, the instructor will be on hand to help out. 
 

 It is the student’s responsibility to complete all assigned readings before the beginning of 

each week and be prepared to answer questions from the instructor about the readings. Pay 

particular attention to relevant concepts. Lectures aim to introduce the main points which 

should then be further developed in reading and private study.    
 

 All quizzes must be taken on the day and hour specified or announced.  
 

 The instructor encourages students to see her in her office for any reason relating to the 

course. Office hours are listed above or by appointment.  

 

 

Tentative Class Schedule and Assignments 

 

Date Topics & Readings 
 

1/22-1/24 

 

Introduction, Course Overview 

 

I. Introduction to Ethnic Groups and Ethnic Conflict 

 

Harff & Gurr, Ethnic Conflict in World Politics, Ch. 1  

 

Tuesday afternoon: How to conduct research? What is a research paper? 

Handout: List of ethnic groups you can consider for your research project 
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1/29-1/31 

 

II. Basic Concepts 

 

Ethnic Identity, Ethnic Group, Nation, Ethnic Nationalism, Self-

Determination, Ethnic Conflict 

 

Taras and Ganguly, Understanding Ethnic Conflict, Ch. 1 

Harff & Gurr, Ethnic Conflict in World Politics, Ch. 2 

 

Tuesday afternoon: Complete selection of ethnic group for the research project.  

1/31 Topic proposal due: Submit a paragraph explaining who you chose and why. 

 

 

2/5-2/7 

 

Ethnic Identity, Ethnic Group, Nation, Ethnic Nationalism, Self-

Determination, Ethnic Conflict, Cont. 

 

Cornell & Hartman, Ch.1 and 2 (Handout) – Ethnicity and Race 

Karner, Ethnicity and Everyday Life, Ch. 1 

 

Tuesday afternoon: Finding sources and database search – mostly focusing on 

books, essays and historical sources (Library Trip #1) 

2/7 Quiz 1 

 

 

2/12-2/14 

 

III. Internal Mobilization of Ethnic Groups 

 

Case Studies - Roma 

 

Karner, Ethnicity and Everyday Life, Ch. 2 

Fonseca, Bury Me Standing, Entire Book 

 

Tuesday afternoon: Sources and citation format (Word Studio workshop?) 

2/14 Research question explanation due: Paragraph the explains your research 

question, including a tentative direction in which your argument is going 

 

 

2/19-2/21 

 

Case Studies – Kurds, Chinese and Turks 

 

Harff & Gurr, Ethnic Conflict in World Politics, Ch. 3 and 4 

 

Tuesday afternoon: Individual consultations on research projects 

2/21 Quiz 2 
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2/26-2/28 

 

Framework for Analysis of Ethnopolitical Mobilization 

 

Harff & Gurr, Ethnic Conflict in World Politics, Ch. 5 and 6 

  

Tuesday afternoon: Finding sources and database search – mostly focusing on 

newspapers, alternative press and websites (Library Trip #2) 

2/26 My Identity Short Paper first draft due 

 

 

3/4-3/6 

 

IV. Migration and Diasporas 

 

Karner, Ethnicity and Everyday Life, Ch. 3 

Ross, et. al, Ch. 5 (Handout) – Haitian Immigrants 

 

Tuesday afternoon: Sources - Read Guide to Writing with Sources, entire book 

3/6 Quiz 3 and Bibliography-Internal Mobilization due 

 

 

3/11-3/13 

 

 

Ross, et. al, Ch. 6 and 7 (Handout) – Moroccans in Belgium and the Netherlands; 

and Japanese Brazilians in Japan and Brazil 

 

Tuesday afternoon: 5-minute presentations of My Identity Short Paper 

3/11 My Identity Short Paper final draft due 

3/13 Bibliography-International Factors due 

 

 

3/14-3/23 

 

 

SPRING BREAK 

 

3/25-3/27 

 

V. The International Dimension of Ethnic Relations and Conflict 

 

Ethnic Conflict, International Norms and International Security 

 

Taras and Ganguly, Understanding Ethnic Conflict, Ch. 2 and 3 

 

Tuesday afternoon: Structuring a research paper, citation 

3/27 Quiz 4 

 

 

4/1-4/3 

 

Ethnic groups in the International System and Resolving Ethnic Conflict 

 

Taras and Ganguly, Understanding Ethnic Conflict, Ch. 4 

Harff & Gurr, Ethnic Conflict in World Politics, Ch. 8 

 

Tuesday afternoon: Overview of research presentations 

4/3 First draft-Internal Mobilization due 
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4/8-4/10 

 

Case Studies 

 

Harff & Gurr, Ethnic Conflict in World Politics, Ch. 8 

Taras and Ganguly, Understanding Ethnic Conflict, Ch. 5 – Soviet Union, Russia 

and Chechnya 

 

Tuesday afternoon: Presentations 

4/10 Quiz 5 

 

 

4/15-4/17 

 

Case Studies 

 

Taras and Ganguly, Understanding Ethnic Conflict, Ch. 6 and 7 – Canada/Quebec 

and Sri Lanka 

 

Tuesday afternoon: Presentations 

4/17 First draft-International Factors due 

 

 

4/22-4/24 

 

Case Studies 

 

Taras and Ganguly, Understanding Ethnic Conflict, Ch. 8 and 9 – Africa, Iraq, 

Afghanistan and Yugoslavia 

 

Tuesday afternoon: Presentations 

4/24 Quiz 6 

 

 

4/29-5/1 

 

 

Presentations 

 

Tuesday afternoon: Individual consultations on research projects 

 

 

 

 

 

Final  Exam Week 

 

Submit research portfolio (includes all stages of work and a final reflective essay) 

 
 
 

 

Evaluation 
 

Quizzes (5 out of 6): Short quizzes on the class reading. The lowest grade will be dropped.  No 

make-up quizzes will be given. 
 

My Identity Short Paper: A brief paper, 2-3 pages, discussing at least three ways of how you  

identify yourself (as part of a certain ethnic group, religion, nation, political party, university, 

gender, class, etc. - anything you feel defines you). You will submit a first and a final draft.  You 

will also make a 5 minute presentation on your findings. 
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Research Paper: A 15-page paper on Internal Mobilization of Ethnic Groups and International 

Factors Influencing Ethnic Group Activities and Ethnic Conflict – You will go through stages of 

selecting a case, proposing a topic, submitting a research question explanation and bibliography 

followed by a first draft and final draft of the paper. Since the paper has two distinct sections, you 

will provide a bibliography for each section and will write of a first draft of each section.  The 

final draft of the paper will combine both sections. 
 

Participation: Meaningful and informed contribution to class discussions and activities. All 

classroom activities will be assigned points.  
 

Portfolio: A three-ring binder containing all of your writing projects. You will also add a one-to-

two page essay reflecting on what you have learned in the class. 

 

Quizzes (5 out of 6)     125 pts. 
 

My Identity Short Paper 

- First Draft     20 pts. 

- Second Draft     15 pts. 

- Presentation     15 pts. 
 

Research Paper 

- Topic Proposal    20 pts. 

- Research Question Explanation  15 pts. 

- Bibliography – Internal Mobilization  10 pts. 

- Bibliography – International Factors   10 pts. 

- First Draft – Internal Mobilization  55 pts. 

- First Draft – International Factors       55 pts. 

- Final Draft     60 pts. 

- Presentation     25 pts. 
 

Participation      50 pts. 
 

Portfolio      25 pts. 

 
Grade Scale 

4.0 450 points 

3.75 438 

3.5 425 

3.25 413 

3.0 400 

2.75 383 

2.5 375 

2.25 363 

2.0 350 

1.75 338 

1.5 325 

1.25 313 

1.0  300 
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First-Year Program Philosophy and Goals 2007-08 
 

A residentially-based, interdisciplinary first-year program is an ideal environment for beginning 

the four-year process of developing the complex intellectual and social skills that are at the heart of a 

liberal education and the habits of considered values and engaged citizenship that such an education should 

produce.  The First-Year Program (FYP) and First-Year Seminar (FYS) are the core of our institutional 

commitment to improving your ability to engage in critical inquiry and research, to design and deliver 

written, spoken and/or visual texts that demonstrate rhetorical sensitivity, and to be sophisticated readers, 

listeners, and viewers of the texts of others.  We believe that these same competencies can help develop 

your ability to communicate across differences (e.g., race, gender, sexual orientation, class, ethnicity, 

political views) as you find ways to live and learn together in the residence halls and as engaged and 

ethically reflective citizens both during and after your college years.   These goals should be understood as 

the first step in our work with you over a four-year process of helping you to meet the University’s Aims 

and Objectives. 

 

We hope to help you see that writing, speaking, research, and interacting with others are rhetorical 

endeavors. Effective communicators are, by definition, rhetorically sensitive.  Rhetorical sensitivity means 

understanding that all communication, whether formal or informal, involves having to make choices about 

your messages, whether written, spoken, or visual.  To become an effective communicator, you need to 

recognize that the creation of a meaningful and powerful message involves both a creator and an audience, 

and that therefore the voice you adopt in your communication, and the audience you imagine yourself 

communicating to, matter a great deal in creating your message.  The choices you make in writing and 

speaking are central in determining how people read and hear your voice.  Becoming conscious and 

reflective about those choices, and their ethical dimensions, is a central goal of the FYP and FYS. 

 

Working with you so that you become more rhetorically sensitive means that you should be 

increasingly able to assess the requirements of a particular task and make intentional decisions about 

which mode or modes of communication and inquiry would be most effective in addressing it.  To do so, 

you must develop specific writing, speaking, research, and technological competencies. To accomplish 

these goals, the FYP and FYS will present you with assignments that ask you to engage in a process that 

involves recognizing the rhetorical situation, planning communication strategies to address the task at 

hand, composing and presenting the message, and then engaging in critical assessment of your own 

work and that of others.  The results of that assessment process will allow you to rethink, restructure, and 

revise your work.  We further recognize that this process is not linear and that the effective creation of 

texts requires that you move back and forth among these four elements of the message creation process. 

This is why we require that your writing and speaking assignments be ―projects‖ that include preparatory 

exercises and multiple drafts or rehearsals, all of which ask you to continue to reflect critically on the 

choices you have made in constructing your message. 

 

 This process of increased rhetorical awareness and skill development is at the heart of the 

philosophical and pedagogical perspectives that inform the work of the FYP and FYS.  Because this 

process both transcends and integrates a variety of specific skills, the program has a philosophical 

commitment to designing assignments that ask you to integrate various modes of communication in 

furtherance of the higher-level rhetorical goals in which they are situated.   

 

To ensure that the program is meeting its stated goals, all FYP and FYS syllabi are read by other 

faculty in the program to determine if they include a variety of assignments that forward the writing, 

speaking, research, and literacy goals of the program.  All FYP and FYS courses have to be approved by 

faculty in the program before they are offered. 
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First-Year Seminars 

Research Project Learning Goals 2007-08 
 

With respect to research skills specifically, our learning goals for the spring are that students 

should: 

 

 Be introduced to ways of conducting productive and imaginative inquiry and research in 

order to become a part of the various conversations surrounding issues.  

 

 Learn to differentiate among the various ways that information is produced and presented, 

between popular and scholarly journals and books, between mainstream and alternative 

publications, between primary and secondary sources.  

 

 Learn how to evaluate and synthesize information, whether gathered from traditional 

sources, e.g., books and journals, or from websites or electronic media.  

 

 Begin to develop the skills of critical analysis in the interpretation and use of information 

gathered from any source.  

 

 Be introduced to the ethical obligations that scholars have to both responsibly represent 

their sources and inform their readers of the sources of their information, as well as learning, 

and being held responsible for the proper use of, the conventions of scholarly citation and 

attribution.   

 

 Present the results of your research in written, spoken, visual and/or other forms that 

demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively using the conventions of the mode of 

communication adopted.   
 

 

The Academic Honor Code 
 

All students at St. Lawrence University are bound by honor to maintain the highest level of 

academic integrity. By virtue of membership in the St. Lawrence community, every student 

accepts the responsibility to know the rules of academic honesty, to abide by them at all times, 

and to encourage all others to do the same. 

 

Responsibility for avoiding behavior or situations from which academic dishonesty may be 

inferred rests entirely with the students. Students should be sure to learn from faculty what is 

expected as their own work and how the work of other people should be acknowledged.  

 

Academic Dishonesty, according to the Student Handbook:  includes any dishonest conduct in 

connection with any academic (including research) course, program, or work. 

 

1. It is assumed that all work submitted for credit is done by the student unless the instructor 

gives specific permission for collaboration. 
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2. Cheating on examinations and tests consists of knowingly giving or using, or attempting to 

use unauthorized assistance during examinations or tests. 

3. Dishonesty in work outside of examinations and tests consists of handing in for credit as 

original work that which is not original, where originality is required. 

4. Falsifying research methods, data, and/or results constitutes academic dishonesty. 

 

The following constitute examples of academic dishonesty:  
 a) Plagiarism: Presenting as one’s own work the work of another person—words, ideas, data, 

evidence, thoughts, information, organizing principles, or style of presentation — without proper 

attribution. Plagiarism includes paraphrasing or summarizing without acknowledgment by 

quotation marks, footnotes, endnotes, or other indices of reference (cf. Joseph F. Trimmer, A 

Guide to MLA Documentation). 

 b) Handing in false data, reports or results in connection with any research project or 

experiment. 

 c) Handing in a book report on a book one has not read. 

 d) Falsification of attendance records of a laboratory or other class meeting. 

 e) Supplying information to another student knowing that such information will be used in a 

dishonest way. 

 f) Submission of work (papers, journal abstracts, etc.) which has received credit in a previous 

course to satisfy the requirement(s) of a second course without the knowledge and permission of 

the instructor of the second course. 

 g) The above list is not exhaustive. In the event there is a question as to whether alleged conduct 

falls within the scope of the Academic Honor Code, the vice president and dean of academic 

affairs’ determination shall be final. 

 

Claims of ignorance and academic or personal pressure are unacceptable as excuses for academic 

dishonesty. Students must learn what constitutes one’s own work and how the work of others 

must be acknowledged.‖ (St. Lawrence University 2007–2008 Student Handbook, pp. 149–154.) 

 

All intentional and unintentional acts of academic dishonesty may result in disciplinary 

action. Recommendations of disciplinary action may include a failing grade on the work in 

question, a failing grade in the course, disciplinary probation, suspension from the University, or 

expulsion from the University.   

 

More information on academic integrity, including the Academic Honor Council’s Constitution, 

can be found at: www.stlawu.edu/acadaffairs/academicintegrity.htm.  For information about 

academic integrity or the Academic Honor Council issues, contact the Dean’s Office at x5993. 

 

 

The WORD Studio: 

  

In addition to the help you can receive from me and [mentor’s name], the Munn Center for 

Rhetoric and Communication maintains The WORD Studio in ODY Library—a place to get 

feedback from peers on assignments in Writing, Oral communication, Research, and Design of 

visual projects.  You can come for a consultation to plan a paper or presentation (you don’t need 

anything but a blank piece of paper!); to find ways to improve the ideas, organization, and style of 
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a draft; to videotape and review a presentation rehearsal; to practice a PowerPoint presentation, 

and more.  Peer tutors are not proofreaders or editors who silently ―fix‖ your work for you; 

instead, they are trained to have a conversation with you about ways you can fix problem areas 

yourself and become better overall communicators.  You may use The WORD Studio for 

consultations on assignments for any of your courses, although for FYP assignments you should 

first seek out [mentor’s name] during [his/her] office hours. 

 

The WORD Studio is open Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.; Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m.; and Sunday, 1:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  You may also IM the Studio during regular 

hours with quick questions about grammar, citation, and style: SLUword. 


